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FOR  LITHUANIA,  A MILLINIUM 


This  year,  2009,  marks  the  1,000th  anniversary  of  the  earliest 
known  record  of  the  name  'Lithuania'.  It  is  found  in  the  Annals  of 
Quedlinburg  (Lithuanian:  Kvedlinburgas).  Below  is  a reproduction 
of  the  Latin  chronicle  entry: 
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The  sentence  mentioning  'Lithuania'  is:  "Sanctus  Bruno,  qui 
cognominatur  Bonifacius,  arcbiepiscopus  et  monachus,  XI  suae 
conversionis  anno  in  confinio  Rusciae  et 
Lituae  a paganis  capite  plexus,  cum  suis 
Will,  VII.  Id.  Martii  petiit  coelos".  This 
text  is  also  on  the  gold  100  litai  comme- 
morative coin  issued  by  the  Mint  of  Lithua- 
nia in  2007.  On  the  coin,  the  text  begins 
in  the  center  and  continues  out  circularly  x1 .4 

clockwise  to  the  edge. 

The  translation  of  the  sentence  is:  "Saint  Bruno, 


jIso  called  Boniface,  archbishop  and  monk,  in  the  eleventh  year  of 
his  convertion,  on  the  border  of  Ruthenia  and  Lithuania  was  killed 
by  the  pagans  together  with  18  of  his  people  on  March  9th,  and 
went  to  heaven 

The  chronicler's  use  of  the  historically  inaccurate  and  derogatory 
term  'pagan'  will  be  addressed  below. 

To  commemorate  this  millinium  of  the  first  known  mention  of  the 
name  of  Lithuania,  the  Mint  of  Lithuania  minted  5,000  gold 
commemorative  coins  and  issued  them  in  2007.  All  have  been  sold. 
The  coin  is  22.30  mm  in  diameter  and  weighs  7.78  grams. 

As  with  the  gold  commemorative  coin,  preparations  for  the 
millinium  were  undertaken  years  in  advance.  A 
competition  for  a logo  was  held.  In  1998,  the 
design  of  Ilona  Kukenyte  was  selected  and  Miss 
Kukenyte  was  awarded  a 5,000  litai  prize.  This 
logo  is  copyrighted  and  can  not  be  used  without 
permission  for  commercial  purposes.  However, 
it  can  be  used  for  noncommercial  educational 
purposes. 

The  colors  of  the  logo  are  those  of  the  modern 
Lithuanian  flag  - yellow,  green  and  red.  The  equestrian  figure,  the 
legend,  and  the  two  eliptical  borders  are  yellow.  The  field  of  the 
legend  is  green  and  the  field  of  the  equestrian  figure  is  red. 

The  Annals  of  Quedlinburg  also  records  baptism  into  the  western 
rite  of  King  Netimeras  of  Lithuania,  his  family  and  300  of  his  court. 
King  Netimeras  reigned  from  970  to  1012.  Collaborative  Slavic 
chronicles  record  Netimeras's  domain  as  consisting  on  all  of 
contemporary  Lithuania,  Nadruva  and  parts  of  Latgalia  and  Kurland. 
However,  two  of  his  brothers  lived  in  domains  apart  from  that  of 
King  Netimeras.  One  was  opposed  to  Netimers's  policies.  In  1012 
King  Netimeras  was  assassinated  and  was  succeeded  by  his  brother 
Palemonas.  There  is  a fresco  in  the  Monestary  Church  of  Pazaisliai 


painted  in  the  late  1600's  or  early  1700's  by  A.  M.  Poloni  depicting 
this  1009  baptism  of  King  Netimeras.  The  Monestary  Church  of 
Pazaisliai  is  near  Kaunas. 


Baptism  of  King  Netimeras,  a fresco  in  the  Monestary  Church  of  Pazaisliai. 


Th  is  1009  baptism  of  King  Netimeras  was  commemorated  by 
artist  Petras  Repsys  with  a very  limited  edition  medal.  On  the 
obverse  is  King  Netimeras 
and  Archbishop  Bruno^ 

Boniface  separated  by  a 
camp  fire.  The  legend 
from  about  the  8 o'clock 
position  to  about  the  1 1 
o'clock  positions  reads 
REX  NETHIMER.  From 


about  the  1 o'clock  to  almost  the  6 o'clock  position  the  legend  reads 
SANCTUS  BRUNO  BONIFACIUS.  On  the  reverse  are  five  male 
figures.  As  one  follows  the  right  hand  of  each,  from  left  to  right,  the 
five  men  are  making  the  sign  of  the  cross.  The  legend  reads  MIX 
MILLENIUM  LITHUANIAE  MMIX  (1009  Millinium  of  Lithuanian 
2009).  Stylistically,  both  the  background  texture  of  Repsys's  medal 
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and  the  style  of  the  human  figures  conveys  an  ancient  ambience, 
one  that  takes  the  viewer  back  a thousand  years. 

So  far,  this  is  what  we  know  about  the  numismatically  aspects  of 
the  commemoration  of  what  happend  in  Lithuania  in  1009.  Should 
additional  information  be  forthcoming,  we  will  pass  it  along  to  our 
membership. 

After  less  than  50  years,  in  1054,  the  bishop  of  Rome  and  the 
bishop  of  Constantinople  simultaneously  excommunicated  each 
other  and  there  was  a formal  schism.  Christianity  can  not  be 
separated  from  politics.  The  events  of  1009  must  be  considered  in 
context  of  the  Roman  versus  Orthodox  conflict.  The  subsequent 
western  rite  baptism  in  1251  and  coronation  in  1253  of  Mindaugas 
as  well  as  the  also  simultaneous  coronation  of  Daniel  of  Galicia  in 
1253  must  have  as  a caveat  the  Mongol  invasion  of  Western  Europe. 
And  the  1387  establishment  of  Christinity  as  a state  sponsored 
religion  in  Lithuania  must  be  viewed  against  the  backdrop  of 
German  military  expansion  eastward  starting  in  the  early  1200's. 

Further,  it  must  be  appreciated  that  acceptance  of  the  Roman 
Christianity  meant  vassalage  to  a "higher  authority".  For  example, 
even  into  the  1700's,  conversion  of  American  Indians  by  the  Spanish 
monks  meant  that  the  'converts'  became  virtual  slaves  of  the  monks, 
had  to  work  for  the  monks  and  could  not  leave  the  mission  on  pain 
of  death!  In  contrast,  Orthodoxy  makes  no  such  vassalage  demands 
on  its  people  or  its  converts. 

It  is  good  that  we  have  records  of  the  1 009,  1251-1 253  and  1 387 
events  which  moved  Lithuania  away  from  Orthodox  and  towards 
Roman  Christianity.  But,  what  about  Orthodox  Christianity  in 
Lithuania?  When  King  Jogalia  in  1387  made  Christianity  a state 
sponsored  religion  by  handing  out  charters  and  land  grants  to  pre- 
existing Christian  Churches  in  the  Lithuanian  Empire,  most  of  the 
charters  went  to  Orthodox  Churches  in  Ruthenia  (contemporary 
Byelorussian).  It  is  possible  that  Lithuanian  experiences  with 


Russian  occupations  have  stifled  research  in  Orthodox  aspects  of 
Lithuania  Christianity  for  fear  that  the  findings  might  be  used  by  the 
Russians  to  justify  past  and  future  occupations  of  the  Baltic 
countries. 

However,  there  is  irrefutable  evidence  in  the  Lithuanian  and 
Latvian  languages  that  Christinity  came  first  from  the  Slavic,  not  the 
Germanic  cultures.  The  evidence  is  the  word  for  'church'  - 
'baznycia'  and  'baznica'  respectively.  Both  are  derived  from  the 
Slavic  word  for  god,  'boz/bog'.  In  most  other  European  cultures, 
the  word  for  'church'  is  derived  on  the  words  'circle'  (church, 
cerkve,  kirik,  kirche,  etc)  or  'castle'  (kostle,  kozosseg,  etc).  The  root 
'boz/bog'  suggests  that  the  Baltics  made  contact  with  Slavic 
Christians,  rather  than  the  Slavic  Christians  coming  to  the  Baltic 
people.  Basic  human  psychology  is  such  that  when  a foreigners 
introduces  a previously  unkown  item  or  concept,  the  target  culture 
absorbs  the  the  foreign  word  into  its  language.  But,  when  a culture 
encounters  on  its  own  a foreign  and  previously  unknow  item,  it 
constructs  a word  to  describe  it.  Thus,  had  Slavic  Christians  made 
contact  first,  'cerkve'  would  have  entered  the  Lithuanian  and 
Latvian  languages.  Rather,  since  the  Baltics  encounted  the  Slavic 
Christians  on  their  own,  on  learning  that  'Boz/Bog'  is  worshiped  in 
buildings  previously  not  seen,  they  generated  the  words  'baznycia' 
and  'baznica'. 

Additionally,  the  words  Lithuanians  use  in  making  the  sign  of  the 
cross  are  unique  among  the  European  cultures  and  suggests  that  the 
first  Christians  encountered  by  the  Lithuanians  were  Arians  or 
Bogomilians.  All  Western  and  most  Orthodox  Christians  use  the 
words  "In  the  name  of  the  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Ghost."  Some 
Orthodox  sects  use  the  words  "In  the  name  of  God  the  Father,  God 
the  Son  and  God  the  Holy  Spirit."  In  either  case,  all  three  member 
of  the  Trinity  are  acknowledged  as  equals.  In  contrast,  Lithuanians 
say  "In  the  name  of  God  the  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Ghost."  Thus, 
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when  making  the  sign  of  the  cross,  Lithuanians  specify  that  only  the 
Father  is  God,  though  they  may  not  be  conscious  of  it  or  of  the  fact 
that  their  words  have  an  Arian  and/or  a Bogomilian  heritage. 

Clearly,  Lithuanian  Christian  roots  go  deeper  than  1009  and 
broader  than  Roman  Christianity.  Work  needs  to  be  done  with  all 
chronicles  and  annals  to  help  trace  these  roots.  Further, 
excavations  needs  to  be  done  in  and  around  the  Flill  of  Crosses  in 
Vilnius.  It  was  the  site  of  the  Twisted  Castle  (Kreivoji  Pilis),  which 
might  have  been  the  site  of  the  archive  of  the  Lithuanian  Kingdom. 
The  Twisted  Castle  was  burned  down  by  Lord  Vytautas  and  the 
Teutonic  Order  in  1390,  never  to  be  reconstructed  or  any  other  use 
made  of  it.  Who  knows  what  historical  treasures  await  to 
be  uncovered!  Since  the  reestabishment 
of  Lithuanian  independence,  new 
finds  are  being  made  constantly  c?V 
which  not  only  clarify  what  we 
already  know,  but  make  us  re- 
think what  was  thought  to  have 
been  known,  e.g.,  it  was  only  after 
the  2002  find  of  63  coins  in  the 
Vilnius  Lower  Castle  that  the  le- 
gend of  a coin  of  King  Jogalia 
could  be  finally  be  reconstructed 
Unfortunately,  two  of  the  letters 
have  not  been  successfully  deci- 
phered and  await  further  work.  For  all  we  know,  the  site  of  Twisted 
Castle  might  yield  coins  going  back  to  King  Netimeras  or  artifacts 
which  clarify  the  twists  and  turns  of  our  Lithuanian  Christian  roots. 

Since  some  numismatists  use  Christianization  of  Lithuania  as  the 
basis  for  attributing  our  early  coins  and  in  interpreting  devices 
found  on  these  coins,  a clear  and  verifiable  foundation  of  our 
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The  legend  'KNIAZ  JOG  ? ? LO'  could 
finally  be  reconstructed  only  after  the 
2002  find.  The  legend  is  identical  o 
the  obverse  and  reverse,  begining  at  the 
6 o'clock  position  on  the  obverse  and 
the  12  o'clock  position  on  the  reverse. 
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Christinization,  both  from  the  east  and  from  the  west,  is  critically 
necessary. 

PAGAN  - REALLY! 

It  is  most  regrettable  that  the  Annals  of  Quedlingburg  used  the 
word  'pagan',  more  accurate  would  have  been  'locals'.  It  is  even 
more  regrettable,  since,  most  likely,  Bruno's  executioners  were 
Orthodox  Christians. 

But,  many  documents  written  by  "Christians"  are  repleate  with 
derogatory  and  inflamatory  buzz  words  like  'pagan',  'heathen', 
'infidel',  'heretic'  and  'barbarian'.  For  supposedly  mature  educated 
chroniclers  to  be  using  such  words  is  a transgression  against  Christ's 
teachings  of  love,  tolerance  and  peace.  And  every  time  such  words 
are  encountered,  know  that  the  "Christian"  author  is  functioning 
from  the  developmental  level  of  a 6 year  old.  It  is  a real  tragedy 
that  there  are  too  few  Christians  in  leadership  positions  like  the 
Jesuit  Mateo  Ricci  (1552-1610)  and  too  many  who  are  actually 
wolves  in  sheep's  clothing.  The  words,  "Forgive  them  for  they  know 
not  what  they  do"  would  be  fitting,  if  only  the  consequences  of  the 
policies  of  some  clergy  in  leadership  positions  were  did  not  have 
such  unchristian  and  tragic  consequences. 

Ironically,  there  are  records  made  by  Christians  of  the  lifestyles 
and  customs  of  the  indigeounous  cultures,  e.g.,  Germans  with  the 
Prussians  (1200's)  and  the  Spaniards  with  the  Indians  of  the 
Caribbean  Islands  (1500's).  It  is  amazing  to  read  what  the  Germans 
and  the  Spaniards  chronicled  about  the  indigenous  peoples.  And 
when  these  chronicles  are  compared  to  Christ's  teaching,  one 
wonders  how  period  Christianity  could  have  improved  the  lives  of 
these  peoples.  Yet,  in  both  cases,  "conversion"  took  place,  then 
enslavement,  followed  by  genocide  and  finally  by  extinction. 
Really,  what  would  Christ  say  about  some  of  his  "followers"  if  he 
walked  among  us  now.  Really,  let's  get  real,  let's  get  scientific  and 


let's  brush  away  transparent  propaganda  and  the  fog  of  polical 
expediency! 

BRUNO  OF  QUERFURT 

The  Bruno/Boniface  (c.970-1 009),  the  second  apostle  to  the 
Prussians,  was  from  a noble  Saxon  family  of  Querfurt  and  possibly 
related  to  Otto  III  (980-1002).  Querfurt  is  less  than  40  miles 
southeast  of  Quedlinburg.  While  still  a youth,  Bruno  was  made 
canon  of  Magdeburg  cathedral.  In  995  Bruno  was  came  to  the  royal 
court  of  Otto  III  and  in  996  Bruno  was  with  Otto  III  in  Rome  where 
Otto  was  crowned  Holy  Roman  Emperor  by  the  first  German  pope, 
Gregory  V.  While  in  Rome,  the  26  year  old  Bruno  met  Adalbert  of 
Prague,  the  first  apostle  to  the  Prussians.  Adalbert  was  a tutor  of 
Otto  III. 

For  background  information,  it  must  be  noted  that  Otto  III 
engineered  to  have  his  cousin  Bruno  of  Carinthia  elected  pope  as 
Gregory  V.  When  Gregory  was  subsequently  deposed,  and  replaced 
with  John  XVI,  Otto  III  returned  to  Rome,  reinstated  Gregory  V and 
had  John  XVI  mutilated  and  blinded.  When  Otto  III  died 
mysteriously  in  999,  Otto  III  arranged  one  of  his  tutors,  Gerbert  of 
Aurillac,  archbishop  of  Reims,  to  be  elected  pope  as  Sylvester  II. 

Otto  Ill's  policy  was  to  extend  the  influence  of  Roman 
Christianity  to  the  east.  However,  Otto  III  died  in  1002.  In  1003 
pope  Sylvester  II  appointed  Bruno  to  head  a mission  to  the  east. 
However,  due  to  a conflict  between  the  new  Holy  Roman  Emperor, 
Henry  II,  and  Lord  Boleslaus  I of  Polonia,  Bruno  went  to  Hungary 
and  tried  to  convert  Ahtum,  Lord  of  Banat  from  Orthodoxy  to 
Roman  Christianity.  This  led  to  an  organized  opposition  from 
Orthodox  monks.  Bruno  elected  to  gracefully  exit  the  region.  After 
this  diplomatic  failure,  Bruno  went  to  Kiev  where  Great  Lord 
Vladimir  I authorized  him  to  convert  the  Pechenegs,  a semi- 
nomadic  Turkic  people  living  between  the  Danube  and  Don  Rivers. 


After  five  months,  Bruno  converted  some  thirty  adults,  consecrated 
a bishop  for  the  Pechenegs  and  helped  bring  about  a peace  treaty 
between  the  Pechenegs  and  the  Lord  of  Kiev. 

Bruno  then  headed  for  Polonia  where  he  consecrated  the  first 
bishop  for  Sweden. 

At  the  end  of  1008,  Bruno  and  18  companians  set  out  for  a 
mission  among  the  Prussians  and  succeeded  in  converting  King 
Netimer  of  Lithuania  to  Roman  Christinity.  He  then  traveled  east 
towards  Jotvingia  (southwestern  contemporary  Lithuania).  On 
March  9,  1009  Bruno  was  beheaded  by  King  Netimantas's  brother 
Zebedenas  and  most  of  Bruno's  companions  hanged,  except  for  one, 
Vipert,  who  was  blinded  and  returned  to  Quedlinburg  to  tell  of 
what  happpened. 

Clearly,  Bruno  did  not  stay  in  any  one  place  for  any  length  of 
time.  One  might  read  between  the  lines  and  suspect  that  Bruno  did 
not  want  to  wear  out  his  welcome.  But,  other  missionaries  come  to 
mind  who  remained  in  an  area  for  a long  time,  were  not  executed 
and  left  a lasting  legacy  among  the  people  of  their  toils,  i.e.,  Patrick 
of  Irland  (389-461)  and  the  brothers  Methodius  (826-885)  and  Cyril 
(827-869)  of  Eastern  Europe. 

No,  Bruno's  mission  can  not  be  assessed  without  taking  into 
account  the  politics  at  the  time  between  Roman  and  Orthodox 
Christinity  or  the  style  of  apostolization  which  challenges  local 
authority  or  local  culture. 

QUEDLINBURG 

The  Quedlinburg  castle  complex  was  founded  by  Henry  the 
Fowler  in  the  early  900's  and  is  first  mentioned  in  a document  dated 
922.  After  Henry's  death  in  936,  his  widow  Mathilda  established  an 
abbey  in  the  castle  where  prayers  would  be  offered  for  Henry  and 
all  rulers  who  came  after  him.  Also,  the  abbey  served  as  the  main 
educational  center  for  daughters  of  Saxon  nobility.  It  was  here  that 
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Otto  I,  the  Great,  introduced  to  his  subjects  his  new  daughter-in-law 
Theophanu,  a Byzantine  princess  whose  marriage  to  Otto  II  brought 
hope  tor  reconciliation  and  peace  between  the  rulers  of  the  Eastern 
and  Western  Christian  empires.  Quedlinburg  served  as  the  imperial 
palatinate  of  Saxon  emperors  and  it  is  not  far  from  Magdeburg,  the 
seat  of  the  Royal  Assembly  of  the  Holy  Roman  Empire. 

A nun  at  the  Quedlinburg  Abbey  compiled  the  Annals  of 
Quedlinburg.  Being  so  close  to  the  heart  of  the  Holy  Roman 
Empire,  the  annalist  could  rely  on  information  and  eyewitness 
accounts  that  were  as  accurate  and  reliable  as  possible  for  the  time 
period.  The  Annals  begin  with  world  history  from  the  time  of  Adam 
to  1002  by  borrowing  from  older  chronicles,  although  original 
reports  are  presented  starting  from  852.  Then,  with  993,  eyewitness 
reports  about  Quedlinburg  are  chronicled  with  the  amount  of  detail 
greatly  increasing  with  1008.  Some  researchers  believe  that  1008 
was  when  the  Annals  began  to  be  compiled.  Some  researchers 
believe  that  the  Annals  were  temporarily  abandoned  between  1016 
and  1021,  but  continued  between  1021  and  1030.  The  original 
document  has  not  survived,  but  a 16th  century  copy  is  in  Dresden. 

Clearly,  both  Bruno/Boniface  of  Querfurt  and  the  Annals  of 
Quedlinburg  are  associated  with  the  pinnacle  of  German  temporal 
and  ecclesiastic  power  of  the  time,  a power  that  was  enforcable 
from  what  is  now  contemporary  Germany  to  Northern  Italy. 

Aleksandras  Radzius 

This  issue  of  'The  Knight'  was  expanded  to  12  pages  so  as  to  present 
uninterrupted  as  much  information  as  possible  about  the  Millinium.  To  all 
of  you  who  contributed  above  the  $25  membership^  a big  'Thank  You'!  You 
all  made  the  expanded  issue  possible.  Further^  because  of  your  support, 
we  can  send  copies  of  this  issue  to  influencial  individuals  who,  though  may 
not  be  now  interested  in  Lithuanian  numismatics,  nontheless,  should  have 
as  much  information  about  the  Millinium  as  possible. 

We  will  go  back  to  the  normal  10  pages  with  the  March- April  issue. 


LIETUVOS  BANKAS 
BANK  OF  LITHUANIA 
CASH  DEPARTMENT 


RE:  ON  DECLARING  THE  LITHUANIAN  NATURE  FEATURING  50  LITAS 
COMMEMORATIVE  COIN  A LEGAL  TENDER  AND  ITS  RELEASE 
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This  is  to  inform  you  that  according  to  the  decision  of  the  Board  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  a new  50  Litas 
commemorative  coin  featuring  Lithuanian  nature  will  be  issued  on  16  December  2008. 

The  50  Litas  coin  is  made  of  silver  (Ag  925),  is  38.61  mm  in  diameter,  and  weighs  28.28  g.  The  coin  has 
a mirror-like  surface  and  the  mat  relief  (quality  proof)-  The  mintage  of  the  coin  is  10,000  pieces. 

At  the  reverse  side  of  the  coin  there  is  a stylised  image  of  a humble-bee,  surrounded  with  the  inscription 
KAMANE  and  'Bomhus'. 

The  obverse  of  the  coin  features  Vytis,  the  State  Emblem,  and  has  the  inscription  LIETUVA  and  '2008'  in 
a semi-circle  over  it,  the  logo  of  the  Lithuanian  Mint,  and  50  LITV- 

The  inscription  on  the  edge  of  the  coin  reads  KAMANE  PO  CIOBRYNUS  LEKIOJA,  GIEDRA 
NESIOJA  ('In  the  thyme  fields  a humble-bee  flitters  around  bringing  sunshine'). 

The  coin  was  designed  by  Vladas  Or^kauskas  and  Alfonsas  Vaura  and  produced  at  the  Lithuanian 
Mint. 

The  price  of  the  50  Litas  coin  is  LTL  150  (EUR  43.45)  (in  a display  box)  and  LTL  130  (EUR  37.66) 
(without  a box),  VAT  included. 

Please  find  attached  the  coin  illustrations.  For  more  information  please  refer  the  website  to  the  Bank  of 
Lithuania  (www.lb.lt). 


Yours  faithfully, 

/signed/ 

Bronislovas  Degutis 
Deputy  Director 
Cash  Department 

Head  of  Banknotes  and  Coins  Division 


Contact  person;  Audrone  Gruodyte  tel.:  +370  5 2680  316,  fax;  +370  5 2680  314 


Code  1 88607684 


Gedimino  Ave  6, 

LT-OI 103  Vilnius,  Lithuania 


Tel  +370-5  268  0300, 
Fax  +370-5  268  0327 


E-mail  kd@lb  It 


i:. 

WANT/FOR  SALE  ADS 

r/7/>  is  a FREE  service  to  LIMA  members. 
List  your  items  here! 

WANTED:  Picture  postcards  of  Lithuania^ 
Klaipeda/Memel,  pre-1941  only.  Send 
photocopies  or  description  with  price  to: 
J.  R.  Greene,  26  Bearsden  Road,  Athol, 
MA  01331. 

WANTED:  Lithuanian  coins  prior  to  1708, 
especially  gold.  Please  send  me  a list  of 
what  you  have  for  my  generous  offer. 
Tony  Tumonis,  P.O.  Box  89792,  Tucson, 
AZ  85752.  E-mail:  Lith57@aol.com. 

WANTED:  Lithuanian  1923  First  National 
Census  badge.  Frank  Passic,  900  S.  Eaton 
St.,  Albion,  Ml  49224.  E-mail:  Albionpf® 
hotmail.com. 

WANTED:  High  grade  early  Lithuanian 
(pre-WWII)  banknotes  for  personal 
collection.  Robert  Pletta,  P.O.  Box  480, 
Friendsville,  MD  21531-0480.  E-mail: 
rpletta@gcnetmail.net. 

FOR  SALE:  DOUBLE  DIE  1936  silver 
Vytautas  the  Great  10  liti^:  #2  obverse 
and  #4  reverse.  Both  $55  each,  XF 
condition.  Frank  Passic,  9000  S.  Eaton 
St.,  Albion,  Ml  49224,  E-mail:  Albionfp@ 
hotmail.com. 

FOR  SALE:  Various  Lithuanian  silver  50 
litp  commemorative  coins.  CALL  or  E- 
mail  us  for  what  we  have  and  prices. 
Balzekas  Museum  of  Lithuanian  Culture 
Gift  Shop,  6500  S.  Pulaski  Road,  Chicago, 
IL  60629.  Phone:  (773)  583-6500,  E- 
mall:  giftshop@lithuanianmuseum.org. 


LETTERS 

I enjoy  reading  about  the  history  of 
Lithuania.  The  new  commemorative 
coins  are  pricy,  but  they  are  beautiful.  I 
buy  them  for  the  sake  of  history  and  art. 
Teresa  A.  Kahl,  San  Jose  CA. 

Looking  forward  to  reading  your  up- 
coming articles.  Graham  Ester,  London, 
Canada. 

The  Knight  arrived  yesterday.  I 
enjoyed  your  article,  especially  how  it  ties 
the  Lithuanian  coins  to  those  of  both 
Russia  and  the  Mongols.  It  looks  like  you 
have  made  a lot  of  progress  and  the 
material  I guided  you  to  was  very  useful. 
Also  the  Encycloppedia  Lithuanica  article 
on  the  Tatars  was  very  helpful  in  showing 
how  three  nations  related  to  each  other. 

I learned  several  things  to  use  from  both 
articles.  I have  been  familiar  with  the 
Lithuanian  equestrian  figure,  but  I did  not 
know  it  was  called  the  Vytis.  Ken  Aring, 
San  Diego,  CA. 

TFIE  KNIGHT.  Volume  31,  No.  3,  Issue  #164. 
january-February  2009.  The  official  publication 
of  the  Lithuanian  Numismatic  Association. 
Aleksandras  Radzius,  Baltimore,  MD,  DIRECTOR. 
Frank  Passic,  Albion  Ml,  EDITOR. 

Subscription/membeship  to  Volume  31  (5 

issues)  a donation  of  $25  or  more.  Write:  Alex 
Radzius,  Lithuanian  Numismatic  Association, 
P.O.  Box  22696,  Baltimore,  MD  21203.  E-mail: 
a.radzius@yahoo.com. 

EDITOR'S  ADDRESS:  Frank  Passic,  900  S. 
Eaton  St.,  Albion  Ml  49224.  E-mail: 
Albionfp@hotmail.com  or  Lithnumis@hotmail. 
com. 

The  LNA  is  a member  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Association,  C-1 17903. , 

FOR  BACK  ISSUES:  Write  $arunas  Mingela, 
46707  Stratford  Court,  Northville,  Ml  48167. 


